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PURPOSE  

The University of the Fraser Valley maintains the highest possible standards of animal care and 
use in research, teaching, and testing, and works to ensure that the rights of live animals are 
respected and protected by establishing protocols that must be followed. Protocols integrate 
the principles of both Indigenous and Western knowledge systems to ensure that animals are 
protected and preserved for future generations. and embedded within a holistic view of 
ecosystems. The University will follow all of the current policies and guidelines of the Canadian 
Council on Animal Care (CCAC).  

SCOPE  

“Animal” refers to all non-human living vertebrates and higher invertebrates as defined by the 
CCA , and testing that involves living animals requires review and approval by 

an Animal Care Committee (ACC) in accordance with this policy and the CCAC guidelines. 
Approval must be granted before beginning a research, teaching, or testing project, and before 
acquiring animals. The UFV Animal Care Committee (ACC) is responsible for the humane and 
ethical care and use of animals by those described in the scope of this policy and has 
mechanisms in place to evaluate the scientific and pedagogical merit of all animal use activities. 

 
 
UFV expects all instructors and researchers to adhere to the principles described herein.  
The following core principles are outlined by the Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) 
Guidelines and Policies, and with the Russell-Burch three tenets of “reduction, replacement and 
refinement” (CCAC Training Manual). 
 
a) Reduction means a decrease in the number of animals used previously with no loss of 

useful information. This may be achieved by reducing the number of variables through good 
experimental design, by using genetically homogeneous animals or by ensuring that the 
conditions of the experiment are rigorously controlled. 

b) Replacement often means the use of an inanimate system as an alternative (e.g., a 
computer model or program, a mannequin). It can also mean the replacement of sentient 
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a. Stop any procedure if it determines that unnecessary distress or pain is being experienced 
by an animal.  

b. Stop immediately any use of animals that has not been approved by the ACC. 
c. Stop immediately any use of animals which deviates from the approved use, or any non-

approved procedure.  
d. Have an animal euthanized humanely if pain or distress caused to the animal is not part of 

the approved protocol and/or cannot be alleviated.  
 
Non-Compliance 
 
Article 2.1 Improper care of use of animals in research, teaching, or testing is a serious offence, 
subject to severe penalties, including the withdrawal of animal use privileges and/or 
disciplinary action. 
 
Article 2.2 Using animals in teaching, research, or testing that is not approved by the ACC 
constitutes non-compliance. 
 
Article 2.3 the ACC must report breaches of compliance to the Provost and Vice-President, 
Academic, and the Associate Vice-President of Research, Engagement, and Graduate Studies. 
They will work with and advise the ACC on corrective actions.  
 

 
 
LINKS: 
https://ufv.ca/acc/terms-of-reference/ 
https://ccac.ca/ 
https://ccac.ca/en/standards/guidelines/ 
https://ccac.ca/en/certification/about-certification/policies-and-


