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Imperialism, Feminism and the ‘War on Terror’
Through its de�nition of the West as endangered by the 
hatred and violence of its Islamist Other, the War on 
Terror is recon�guring the practices that constitute 
whiteness. Critical race and feminist theorists have long 
de�ned  ‘whiteness’ as a form of subjectivity that is so-
cially constructed, historically contextual, and inherently 
unstable. The equation of whiteness as a social identity 
with the socio-political category of the West has been 
seen as particularly problematic for its furthering of colo-
nial and imperialist projects. This presentation examines 
the engagement of a number of key feminist texts the 
hegemonic discourse of the War on Terror, human rights 
and violence.
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Human Rights, Terrorism & the American Empire: 
The Double Hook
The language of Human Rights is very much the lingua 
franca  of our age. The United States often sees itself as 
the bearer and bastion of Human Rights and, in the ‘clash 
of civilizations’, doing battle against terrorism. And yet, 
the United States as the dominant empire in the global 
village is a state that often uses terror in covert and overt 
ways. This lecture will examine the double hook of both 
the rhetoric of glory and the reality of American dark-
ness. 
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