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i) Program Curriculum, Standards and Delivery (credential recognition; curriculum standards; program
design; learning outcomes)
The following recommendations were made to improve an already outstanding undergraduate program:

Recommendation 1: The committee suggested that more full-time faculty could be teaching
introductory levels.

Action: The Dean of Arts will work with the Director to ensure that a high proportion of lower levels
are taught by ongoing faculty. At the time of the site visit, the School had one vacancy and two
faculty members on leave, thus exacerbating the situation.

Recommendation 2: The committee argued that there



Action: The School is in the process of hiring two new faculty members and plans to satisfy this



Recommendation 4: The committee recommended that the institution grant more release time for
research activities, while also making judicious use of 4™ year BA students and graduate students as TA



a means of engaging students. The website will be used a space where students can meet online to
discuss and learn about issues of importance to them.

The School continues to cluster courses at the Mission and Chilliwack campuses to increase
enrolments and to develop a student presence. The School has moved to direct entry to encourage
students to continue into their 3 year and will monitor the situation closely to ensure that enough
300-level sections are offered to meet demand. Crim 129: Academic and Professional Development
will continue to be offered in an effort to help with retention of students and to increase student
success in the undergraduate years.

iv) Alignment with Strategic Plan, including community and Industry needs.

Recommendation 1: The Review committee found the undergraduate programs to be aligned with the
Strategic Plan and to be producing graduates who are both respected and competitive in the job market.
The committee did warn the School, nevertheless, to not rest on its laurels and to critically asses what



Action: The School has agreed to work Institutional Research and MarCom to develop a short market
survey designed to identify the demand for our MA in Criminal Justice, determine the depth of
potential applicants, the suitability of the program for potential students and the criminal justice
system, and the best program delivery models.

The School has defined the purpose of its MA in Criminal Justice as providing students with the
knowledge and skills to understand and assess organizations and evidence-based policies for the
purpose of contributing to the development of a more effective, efficient, and innovative criminal
justice system. The program is designed to produce critical thinkers and leaders with a solid
foundation in criminal justice, social justice, and community justice. The program provides students
with applied learning, the ability to pursue further education at the doctoral level, and an excellent
opportunity for networking with other criminal justice professionals. Its target audience remains
individuals from the criminal justice system and related fields who seek, or occupy, leadership
positions, and graduates from criminology and criminal justice undergraduate programs.

Recommendation 2: The committee expressed concern that the MA was little more than a year five
beyond the undergraduatemm th3( au)1/CTPes



identify responses to crime that are most likely to be implemented. The course will give
students an understanding of intelligence analysis and the use of software, data sources,
informants, and observations to draw linkages across events, people, places, and times to
determine offence patterns and relationships among offenders.

d) Crim 750: Directed Studies will be replaced with Crim 775: Contemporary Initiatives in Criminal
Justice. This course will examine and analyze current critical issues in the criminal justice system
affecting the administration and application of justice, public policy, and recent social
developments. Students will be challenged to understand various methods of addressing
current issues and innovations in criminal justice systems.

e) The School recommends no longer offering Crim 720: Community Development, Justice
Initiatives, and Governance in Criminal Justice, but will incorporate the material from this course
into Crim 700, Crim 705, Crim 710, Crim 730, and Crim 775.

f) The School recommends that Crim 755: Selected Topics in Criminal Justice always include at
least two options for students and that the choices include options in criminal justice
management, international affairs, financial accounting, and conflict resolution.

Recommendation 3: The committee identified problems with the structure and delivery model and

expressed concern at the rate and time of completion under the current model. As noted, students

appear to progress well during the course-work phase of the program but when they encounter the

major paper/thesis component, their progress slows considerably. The committee argued that many, if

not most, MA programs in Canada are course-based, with the thesis becoming the minority option. For

most of the students, the MA will likely be a terminal degree and for those intending to pursue doctoral

programs this would not impede their studies as most North American Criminology/Criminal Justice

graduate programs accept students with course-based masters’ programs. The committee sugg7(t )T(9)5.6(g)5.6(t)-3(e)-:



the University’s Graduate Studies Committee. The School has recommended program changes that
will obviate the bottleneck of supervision due to the institution of a capstone project as opposed to a
major paper. The institution of a capstone project will mean that a senior and a second supervisor
will only be required for those who opt for the major paper as opposed to the course-based option.
To complete their major paper, a student will work directly with one faculty member approved by the
School’s Graduate Program Committee. In addition to submitting the paper, all students will present
their work orally to their cohort and an external reviewer. It is recommended that one external
reviewer be selected by the School’s Graduate Programs Committee who would review all of the
papers to ensure that they meet academic standards. The external reviewer would also attend the
oral presentations, which
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