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WELCOME TO SCIENCE FAIR! 
Do you love Science and have questions about how things work?  
 
Do you have an idea on how you could help improve a problem in the world? We are calling all students, 
from Grades K - 12, in the Fraser Valley area to design a Science Fair project and positively affect our 
world through scientific discovery.  
 
This document will give you all the information about the fair rules and tips to help you prepare for the 
Fraser Valley Regional Science Fair (FVRSF).  
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our Fair and seeing the incredible projects you have developed.  
 
Come and Innovate Your Future! 

ABOUT THE SCIENCE FAIR 
The Fraser Valley Regional Science Fair (FVRSF) is the annual competition for 6 school districts in the 
Fraser Valley (Langley, Maple Ridge, Abbotsford, Mission, Chilliwack and Hope) as well as private schools 
and home schools in the area. It is open to over 75,000 students from grades K to 12. We are a non-
profit organization run by dedicated volunteers. Our mission is to promote project based science and 
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STUDENT EXPECTATION 
�x Participating students are expected to be in attendance on judging day. Partial or skipped 

attendance may result in the reduction or loss of eligibility for awards.  
�x The judging criteria for two-person projects require the effective communication of BOTH 

students during the presentation.  
�x 
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Environment: Reduce our impact on, improve our understanding, and ensure the quality of water, air, soil, and 
the diversity of living things.  

Health: Increase our understanding of the human body, or apply science and technology to improve health, 
control disease, or support an aging population.  

Information: Enhance communication and our use of information using digital and networking technologies, or 
applications of new media.  

Innovation: Combine scientific principles with your creativity to develop a new material, structure, device, or 
system to solve a problem or improve an existing solution.  

Resources: Develop better ways to use our natural resources that provide sustainable sources of food, products, 
or prosperity. 

COMPONENTS OF A SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT 
The list below is a guideline to some of the things that you should consider when developing your 
science fair project. Note that it is only a guideline because your project type (Experiment, Innovation, 
or Study) may require different considerations. Refer to the evaluation rubric at: 
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/faculty-of-science/fv-regional-science-fair/FVRSF-Judge-Marking-
Sheet.pdf  for a better idea of what judges will be looking for. You will notice that projects are evaluated 
on a variety of criteria including a combination of originality and the depth of analysis in the project. 
Error analysis is encouraged for all projects. 

�x Background: How the project came to be.  
�x Background Research: Information you collected in order to learn more about your topic.  
�x Purpose/ Problem: Why the project was conducted and what you hoped to be achieved.  
�x Hypothesis: Proposition to be tested and anticipated results, if applicable.  
�x Procedure: A brief outline of the materials, variables, trials and methods used.  
�x Results or Observations: A summary of the results of the Experiment, Innovation, or Study.  
�x Conclusions: What can be concluded from the results and why it is important?  
�x Sources of Error: Situatio
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LOG BOOK 
The log book is the rough record of your project. It is a journal containing your thoughts, actions you 
take, observations you see, rough data you take, and everything relating to your project. Start one at the 
beginning o



  Fraser Valley Regional Science Fair                                                         

WELCOME TO SCIENCE FAIR! - 14 

�x Fabricating and/or falsifying registration information  
�x Forging signatures  
�x Entering a project that is either derived from a previous project, or a continuation or revision of a 

previous project by the student (or by another), without documentation of the previous work.  
 

Are you a returning Science Fair participant? Make sure that your project for this year is different from 
your previous one, or ensure that it is a significant expansion or extension from your first project! The 
project must only present work completed since the previous fair. We recommend documenting in 
detail your previous work and having it with you at this year’s Fair for reference. A project that is 
substantially the same as a project exhibited by the finalist(s) at any previous Canada-Wide Science Fair 
will not be eligible. 
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Non-human animals (YSC 4.1.2)  
- Review form 4.1C (vertebrate animals) Yes No 

Does the project involve vertebrate animals (i.e. fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and 
mammals) or cephalopods (e.g. squid, octopus, cuttlefish)?  4.1C  

If vertebrates were involved, were any studies conducted other than (1) observational 
studies, and (2) behavioural experiments with positive rewards in which the animal 
does not suffer stress?  

4.1C  

Did the project lead directly to the death of a vertebrate animal?    

 

Hazardous materials (YSC policy 4.2.1)  
- If yes, documentation of license, certification, or inspection required Yes No 
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Tips:  
�x Water, salt, and molasses can be used to simulate other materials. Write “simulated X” on the 

material.  
�x Use food colouring and water to simulate chemicals if necessary.  

 
If you have questions of what you can or cannot have at your display, please email us at fvrsf@ufv.ca 
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PREPARING TO PRESENT YOUR PROJECT  
Now that you’ve worked hard performing tests, collecting data, and analyzing your results, how do you 
tell others about it? 
  
It is important to capture the attention of your audience so that they will want to read your display 
board, listen to what you have to say about your project and understand what you have learned. This 
section provides information on how to prepare your backboard and oral presentation. 

POSTER AND DISPLAY AREA 
At the fair, you will need to present your project to the public (friends, parents, teachers and visitors) 
and to the judges. It is important to make sure your display area is well-prepared and organized so it is 
dynamic and represents what you have done. Visitors looking at your backboard should be able to 
quickly understand what the project is about, what you did, and what you concluded.  
 
Be creative. You can use pictures, models, and even demonstrations as long as they fit within your 
display area and do not conflict with the ethics section and safe
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TIPS FOR MAKING A GREAT PRESENTATION 
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