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they simply summarize information source by source rather than gathering similar ideas 

together and showing relationships between them. If you simply summarize information 
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details back out to a place where they can see the whole topic.  

 

5. Writing the Conclusion (see pages 3-4 for Annotated Example) 

You should conclude (approximately 3/4 to 1 page) by reminding readers of the main topics 

and subtopics by identifying points of consensus and debate that have been presented in 

your literature review. Identify new possibilities for knowledge making, new gaps in 

knowledge—what else could be looked at now that scholars know this information? Are 

there other contexts that need to be examined? Gaps in the research so far?  You also want 

to include statements about what communities are best served by this knowledge—where 

and for whom is the information most relevant?  

 

6. Citing Your Sources 

While you will be citing all through your literature review, do not forget that you also need 

to include a References page, Bibliography, or Works Cited page, depending on the citation 

style required for your literature review.  

 

Annotated Example 

Internet addiction has become a widespread social issue now 
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Annotated Example, cont’d 

 

 

Due to the many different sub addictions this review will 

first look at general definitions of addiction and internet addiction 

and discuss prevalence and usage rates.  Secondly, it will discuss  

motivating factors, causes of internet addiction, profiles’ of an 

internet addict, predictive criteria that could be used in the 

diagnosis and prevention, negative impacts of internet addiction, 

assessment tools, and the treatment and prevention options 

available.  Lastly, it will outline the five main sub-addictions of 

internet addiction and discuss the above topics in relation to them.  

These definitions and criteria are not accepted by all 

researchers in the field.  Other researchers believe that internet 

addiction falls under the category of impulse control disorders as 

outlined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 

Disorders IV (Ross, 2000; Whang, Lee, & Chang, 2003).   

Johansson and Götestam (2004) equate internet addiction to 

gambling addiction as both involve maladaptive behavior patterns, 

tolerance, withdrawal, increasing use, unsuccessful efforts to cut 

down, and continued usage despite problems.   An abundance of 

research has looked at the prevalence rates of internet addiction.   

This comprehensive review of the literature has outlined the 

definitions of various internet addictions, and has discussed 

motivating factors, profiles, predictors, negative impacts, 


