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of possibilities that critique involves expressing a position of analytical engagement with
another writer’s ideas. Your job as a critique writer in an academic context is to show your
understanding of an article’s ideas and to develop a thoughtful response to those ideas.

Who am | to critique experts?

Sometimes, as a student writer of the article critique, you might ask yourself “Who am 1 to
critique this writing, written as it is by a professional in the field. Who wants to know what
| think about it? What can | say about it; | am just learning about this topic. Moreover, | am
learning about this topic by reading just such an article as this one. I am not even sure |
completely understand this article.” What follow are some steps towards writing the article
review, and ways to think of yourself as a writer with something to say to others in your
field of interest. (Remember that different disciplines have slightly different approaches to
the review task, so always check with your instructor regarding the exact requirements of
your assignment.)

Getting Started

Read the article carefully to discover its main topic. What is the big term or
concept that would be familiar to those in this field and that organises this material?
Words and phrases like “masculinity,” “physical work capacity,” “metaknowledge,” and
“acute and chronic exercise” are examples of such terms which act as organizing concepts for
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field or does it make distinctions between its findings and those you have seen in other
articles? This is how you can begin to take a critical approach to the article you are
reviewing. You can say how similar or different it is from other views you have seen on the
topic. You can say how well it makes its main point, how much of a contribution to
knowledge on this topic it makes. Does it present enough support, enough evidence for the
claim it makes? Does it make a big new claim, or does it work on supporting, finding
evidence for, a familiar claim? Is its evidence recent or not very recent? Tell your reader
what the article’s claim looks like to you from the point of view of these questions.

Writing critiques is about beginning to notice what topics are important in your field, what
kinds of claims are being made about these topics and how what you notice fits with what

else you know in the field about the topic.

Critiques generally follow this structure, but variations do exist, so always ask your
instructors about their preference:
introduce the name of the article/book and name of author(s)
summarize the article/book’s main claim, goals, methods, and findings
show how the article/book supports its claims
indicate the main position or claim that your review will make in response to the
article
develop your critique in relation to aspects of the article/book, offering thoughtful, well
supported proof for your claim(s)
conclude by pointing to the scholarly value (worthy or limited) of the article, suggesting
particular audiences who might benefit from the work and proposing further directions
that research might take in relation to the article’s topic

The Academic Success Centre has online and tutoring resources available to help you
with writing in a variety of disciplines, understanding and producing MLA, APA, and
Chicago styles of citing sources, and documenting your academic work. Check our
website for links and more information.

CONTACT: asc@ufv.ca www.ufv.ca/asc
604-854-4573 or (Chilliwack CEP) 604-504-7441 ext. 2432



